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' Nothing is more easy to prove,' replied M. de
St. Florentin. ' You may imagine that, as soon

as  I  was  informed   of   the   Marquis   de  ------'s

adventure, I set on foot inquiries, the result of
which was, that, on the night when this affair
was said to have taken place, a party of the
watch was set in ambuscade in this very street,
for the purpose of catching a thief who was
coming out of a gaming house ; that this party
was there four hours, and heard not the slightest

noise."     M.   de   C------  was   greatly   incensed   at

this recital, which M. de St. Florentin ought,
indeed, to have communicated to the King. He
has ordered, or will order, his relation to retire
to his province.

/'After this, you will judge, my dear, whether
you were very likely to be graciously received when
you went open-mouthed with your compliment tot every- I
